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Child’s Story of |
American Literature

Continued from Preceding Page.

|
erly, But you will forgive this when you |
hear that he didn't have much time to
_ tike. He kneW that he was dying of con- |

- . |
sumption. You will only think what u|

pity it was that a man who could gnvent
so many thriling incidents didn't have a |
chance to write down all that wae injhis I
brain. He was actually working on ]'lir'l
five novels at pnee In his plucky race with
death!

You know how it is with people who
have a great deal to say and little time to
gay Jt in. They gallop bLreathlessly, 1If
they had less to say it wouldn't be so hard
to follow them. Brown had so much to
say that he wrole stories inside of etories;
and, as like as not, stuffed both of them
inside ‘a third, in a way you perhaps re-
member in the “Arablan Nights." The
curious thing about him was that persons
who can invent so many improlmhje lne.i-|
dents have not generally the ability to de- |
scribe actual happenings, little or big. But |
Brown's stories have something of 1hr.~|
same quality as “Gulliver’s Travels” a.m!i
“Hobinson Crusoe.” They seem put down
by a man on the spot, who really observed
it all. Brown is the sort of novelist who
would have made a first class reporter on
a New York paper, where a good reporter
always has two things at once in his
mind: to be as interesting and as actual

as possible, |
He placed the scene of all his stories in |
America, and he used the romantic mate- |

rial of colonial life. This kind of story, it

jg true, can never be placed In very real |
surroundings; and his people are not so

much Americans as they are the shadowy
sort of people guch strange things could
happen to. Nevertheless, here was another
man writing like Treneau—as Iif America
had no less and no more right to epeak of |
herself An literature than any other coun- |
try had. This should always be the true |
tone of patriotism. Those epics and those
magazines we Have been speaking about
blustered a great deal. Generally, people
who bluster do so to coneeal some weak-
ness. they are only too coneclous of, and
the immediate history of Brown's novels
Mustrates the weakness which was pre- |
dominant everywhere in America for a
great many yvears to come.

Brown had written to his brother: "The
salability of my works will-much depend
upon their popularity in England.” He
was right. He had not been nine years
trying to establish magazines in America
without getting to know' the American
public very well. Though nothing could
have betber sulted the tasie of the Lime
than his exciting stories, and though they
were the sort which is always more im-
mediately popular than any other kind,
and though Americans had had very few
of this kind or of any kind to rvead, still
his~ books did not become =successiul at
home until Americans heard that England
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“An invaluable enntributnn both to history and ine literature.”—Indianapolis Star
“As a textbook in Americanism the | ‘“‘Among the great Jetters of literature,
, volume is invaluable. It ought to be Neither controversial nor critical, but '
F" read by evarg young man who has any full of warm human mterest, friendli-
olitical itions.”"—Philadelphia Pub- ness and a apﬂlrecmhon of
ic Ledger. Fifth Large Prihting. others.” Sun.
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FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS

Memoirs and Recollections of Oscar S. Straus '

| The, services of Mr. Straus under four Presidents—Cleveland,” McKinley,

Roosevelt and Taft—transcend party politics. His own story of his long and re-
markable life, from his emigration out of Germany to a little Georgia town in
the days of slavery, through his sensatiomal appoihtment by Cleveland as Minister
to Turkey, up to the present day, ‘makes a record of achievement filled with
dramatic power and interest.

Written with a fine and engaging simplicity, this autobiography takes phu
bemde “The Americanization of Edward Bok” among the books one must own

Profusely illustrated with original photegraphs and contemporary cartoons. $4.00.

JOHN BUCHANS
HISTORY OF THE GREAT WAR

With an Introduction by Major General Harbord.

“Its interest is compelling ‘“You can read this history as  “An indispensable first book
and I predict a great success  easily and with as much in- to read so as to get a grasp
for it.” — Major General teest as you can read a of the essentials of the war.”
James G. Harbord, novel."—Country Life. —Field Marshal Robertson.

i Frontispieces in color, and 78 maps. 4 volumes, boxed, $20.00.
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approved of them. And Hrown's history
wis to repeat itselfl in the case of very |
many other authors. Perhaps, indeed, this
uncasy sort of patriotism-.is not yet en- |
tirely gone from America. There are still
many people here who, while they .u'o!
blu#eringly defiant of forelgn disapproval,
are pathetically pleased when foreigners
applaud.

As Max Sees ‘Rossetti

ROSSETTI AND HIS CIRCLE. Drawings
by Max Beerbohm. Doubleday, Page & Co
ERE again is Max the ir_respons:bla:
H and irrepressible, an amiable bull
let loose in the china shop of Vie- |
torian reputations. For those who remem-
ber “The Foet's Corner" no imrnduminn:
of this book is needed. In “The Poet's Cor-
ner” Max ranged as far back as Homer.
“Here," he says, “I haven't so0 much as
shown Iossetti before he passed out of
haby clothes Into breeches.” The troulile
with Max is that no one knows just when
to take him seriously. That is the penalty
of going about the world with your tongue
in your cheek. 80 when in a nole preced-
ing these [llustratidns he says that he con-
siders Byron, Disraell and Hossettl the
three most interesting men that England
had in the nineteenth century one is at a
loss to decide whether it Is 4 genuine opin-
fon or merely a subtle Maxian whimsi-
cality,

The Best Selling Novel of | - ~
the Year Throughout the The MOther 0‘ A‘“ leg
English-Speaking World. '7:'0 C:lie‘m ]l:'tu-"

THIS HILDEGARDE HAWTHORNE: “Those who care for a rich and interesting
story, who feel the thrill of adventure.

-and of meeting real men and women are
FREE going to find a great delight in this African novel.”— New York Herald.

LOUISE MAUNSELL FIELD: “Far and away the most interesting character

By in the book is the vivid, passionate, intelligent, ruthless and strong-willed but

generous Pamela, who dabhlrd in strange arts and ran strange risks, besides playing

A. S‘ M_ HUTCH[NSON anaigly game from excellent motives."—New Vork Times.
DOROTHEA L. 'MANN: “Mr. Keable has power we knew before, but it has
Author of grown with use. He is a bigger man than when he wrote ‘Simon Called Peter,”

IF meER COMES and he has staged a vaster scene. . . this is 2 book with 2 meaning and it possesses

potent appeal.”—The Boston Tromscript.
Rev. John Roach Straton of
fros. st e DUTTON T
Calvary Baptist Church, N.Y., sags: | By e E. P. & CO i Youm

“If 1 were a millionaire, | would put .
this book into the hands of every
father and every mother—and espe-

""" s05th THOUSAND By Ferdinand Ossendowski

$2.00 wherever bouks are sold
Dr. ALBERT SHAW, Editor of The Remiew of Remiews, calls it: “The

ol 1 ey 1 Beasts, Men and Gods
i
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LITTLE, BROWN & CCMPANY most extraordibarily interesting m ipt 1 have passed under my
Publishers, Boston S g
B o L T e Mg Col. KALPASHNIKOFF writes: "1 dtlv an¥ one to begin this nhndn.q
= i = hmknndlellluutdhuhnndsuuulﬂuhslpnphuhnrnl‘m
o - ISAA® MARCOSSON writes: “It is one of the most eldlrdl and
BOOKS BOUGm | interesting human documents that | have yel seen.” -
Entire Librarids or Single Vol. BENJAMIN MUSSER in The Tread: “It is, every word of it. tragically
umes. Highest prices paid. Rep. true. No novel could hold the thrills of this book.”
resentative will call. Cash paid The Bosten Tramseript: “The whrrative is réplete with adventures, the
and books removed promptly. | ! most startling intermingled often with the pwcturesque.”
A. R. WOMRATH, .nc. Price K100 851 FIFTH AVE.
Formerly Hieanry III-I. m‘:‘-::!n E. P. DUTTON & CO. NEW YoRK
B 42 Broadway, S0, o




